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UME PROCEDURE WHEN CHILD ABUSE IS SUSPECTED


Information on who must report, where to report and content of the report are as follows:

Who Must Report:

UME faculty, staff and volunteers are by law mandated to report suspected or observed child abuse and child neglect. We have a moral and legal responsibility to protect the children we serve in our programs within Univeristy of Maryland Extension.

Maryland Law States that each health practitioner, police officer, educator, or human service worker, acting in a professional capacity, who has reason to believe that a child has been subjected to abuse or neglect, shall notify the local Department of Social Services or the appropriate law enforcement agency. 
Persons other than health practitioner, police officer, educator or human service workers who has reason to believe the child has been subjected to abuse should also notify the local Department of Social Services or the appropriate law enforcement agency; of if the person has reasons to believe the child has been subjected to neglect notify the local Department of Social Services.

Report To Whom:

For instances of child abuse and child neglect, notify the local Department of Social Services or an appropriate law enforcement agency.  Law enforcement agencies include: state, county or municipal police department; sheriff’s office; State Attorney’s office.  
The oral report should be made immediately and the written report made within 48 hours of the contact which disclosed the suspected abuse or neglect.

When Extension personnel, staff or volunteers file a report as described below, such person shall then immediately inform; either the Extension Educator responsible for the program, and/or their immediate supervisor about the incident so reported.

Maryland law provides that anyone reporting suspected child abuse or participating in a judicial proceeding resulting from such reports, is immune from any civil or criminal liability that otherwise might be imposed as a result of such actions when made in good faith.
Extension personnel, staff and volunteers shall not contact the parent(s) and youth involved in a reported suspected child abuse incident unless instructed to do so by appropriate legal authorities.

When an incident that involves Extension personnel, staff, or volunteer is reported to local Department of Social Services or an appropriate law enforcement agency, the immediate supervisor in consultation with the appropriate Extension Administrator or Extension Specialist, will remove the person from all activities involving direct contact with youth until the matter is resolved.

Extension personnel, staff and volunteers will handle suspected child abuse information in a confidential manner.  
Report Content:

An oral and written report on suspected child abuse should include information, as accurate as possible.   Reports must not be false.   A report is not “false” merely because the investigation did not uncover sufficient evidence of abuse or neglect.   To be a “false report” the person making the report must know that the charge is false or make a report with reckless regard for the truth.

The oral and written report should include:

· The name and home address of the child and the parent or other individual responsible for the care of the child;
· The present location of the child;

· The age of the child:

· The names and ages of other children in the home;

· The nature and extent of injuries or sexual abuse or neglect of the child, including any information know to the individual making the report of previous possible physical or sexual abuse or neglect;

· The information available to the individual or individual reporting:

i. Which might aid in establishing the cause of the injury or neglect;

ii. About the identity of the individual or individuals responsible for abuse or neglect; and

(
If reporting abuse or neglect of a child involving mental injury, a description of the substantial impairment of the child’s mental or psychological ability to function that was observed and identified, and why it is believed to be attributable to an act of maltreatment or omission of proper care and attention.

University of Maryland Extension is dedicated to taking positive action to prevent child abuse.  In cases of suspected child abuse, careful and considered action is required in following the policy and procedure.

The organization, UME, can be held liable for the acts of an abuser or its failure to prevent child abuse and neglect.   UME may also be held liable if it fails to guide faculty and staff conduct and to supervise activities.
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