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Food Permits

Law Imposed October 1, 2005
On October 1, 2005, new state legislation was enacted requiring a one-day permit for events open to the public where food items are served.  A separate permit is required for each station or table where edibles are dispensed, even pre-wrapped candy items.  There is no cost if the group is non-profit and the people dispensing the food are members of the non-profit group.  Food items, including beverages and ice, must be obtained from approved sources.  Home preparation and/or storage of food is not allowed.  

No food can be stored on the ground.
# # #
from Debbie Bowman, Ph.D. April 17, 2006:

Many of you have asked about food permits for bake sales and pot luck dinners which are events where food is served.  Thanks to Maryland Ag Day, Sheila Brown announced to the college this law by the state imposed on October 1, 2005.  You need to check with the health department in your local jurisdiction regarding the distribution of food items including pre-wrapped candy.  I do not know how this applies to food demonstrations by educators during classes conducted for clientele.  This may also have an impact on cake auctions conducted by the fairs.  I have no other information regarding this law how it is enforced and interpreted (open to the public) in each county and Baltimore city.  You will need to do some research with your local health departments.
