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Fishing Line Fact Sheet

The fishing line is the only connection between you and the hooked fish, so it is imperative that you have a good quality line that matches the rig you are using. Fishing line must be strong, thin, have good shock strength, good tensile strength, good knot strength, be limp to cast properly, and hopefully, be invisible to the fish.

These characteristics are best suited by monofilament nylon fishing line, by far the most widely used line available today for all fishing. Mono, as it is commonly called, has all the good line characteristics listed above. It is ideal for almost all casting, trolling, still fishing, drifting and other fishing using boat, surf, spinning, spincast and casting tackle. 


Other lines are also available, including braided Dacron line, often used for trolling for big game or when little line stretch is desired. Dacron line has very little stretch and as a braided line, it is conducive to simple splices. However, it does not have good knot strength when using the same knots that work well for mono. Thus, special knots must be used. 


Wire line has virtually no stretch. Single stranded wire is used for deep trolling since it will get a lure down deeper than other lines. It must be handled carefully as it will kink and weaken. It will knot, and special twists and splices must be used for connections. 

All fishing line comes in varying strengths, called pound-test. For example a 10-pound test is stronger than 4-pound test. Strengths can vary from as little as 1-pound test up to 200-pound test line. Typical "tests" for monofilament would include 2 through 200, with 6 - 20 pound tests being the most popular. You need to match the pound test line to the size of the rod and reel, the bait you are using, and the fish you are seeking to catch. For example, small ultralight spincasting and spinning reels can use up to 6-pound test line. Larger spinning reels can use stronger line. Bait casting reels can use from 6- to 30-pound line, but 8- to 16- pound test lines are most common. Using heavier line than necessary may reduce the number of bites or strikes you get, because heavy line is more visible in water. 


Fishing line also comes in varying spool sizes ranging from as little as 100-yard spools to large service spools of 6,000 or more yards. The latter are primarily used by stores for filling customers' reels, or by heavy users, such as fishing clubs, professional fishermen or big game anglers. Most anglers use spools containing 250 to 600 yards of line. Most line used by fishermen is guaranteed to break at no less than the line strength marked on the package. 


Line color is also important to prevent fish from spotting the line and possibly spooking the fish. Most monofilament lines are designed to "disappear" in the water, although the best color or shade is the subject of much debate. Water, bottom and turbidity (how clear or muddy the water) conditions can also affect the color choice. Some bright colored lines are popular, primarily because the angler can see them better. Bright lines are best seen and used by surf, boat, night and trolling anglers, since the line helps to indicate the position or location of the bait. 


Wire lines cannot be made transparent or translucent as can mono, but often wire lines or leaders are chemically treated to make them black, brown or coffee colored, rather than the bright wire color. Also, mono leaders are often used between the wire line and the lure or bait to cut down on visibility to the fish. Braided lines such as Dacron, can be seen but, as with wire lines, are often used with mono leaders, both for knot tying ease and for their relative invisibility. 

Most important when choosing fishing line is tackle balance. Many anglers think that it means how a rod and reel balances on the finger or hand, in terms of being tip or butt heavy. While this is important for fishing comfort, balancing means that the elements of the fishing tackle outfit (rod, reel, line, lure) are in proper relation to each other. 


Often anglers choose the rod and reel first and then the other tackle items. Usually it is best to work in reverse. Understand the fish sought after and the fishing conditions. The type and size (weight) of the lure/bait will then determine the line. To fish effectively the line size and lure weight determine the required reel size and the rod strength and length. 


It is extremely difficult to cast with heavy line. The wiriness of the line and its resistance when coming off the reel render it impossible to make a reasonable cast with a small lure. A heavy line attached to a small or light lure restricts lure movement. On the other hand, a heavy lure might break light line during a cast as well as the smaller lines being too light to hold once a fish strikes. 

Similarly, a heavy line does not spool well on the tiny spools of an ultra-light spinning reel. The reel spool is too small to hold enough line, and the line is too wiry and heavy to cast well, even with an appropriate size lure. A large reel can hold very light line but requires great amounts to fill up the reel for good casting. A light rod can break when casting a heavy lure, and a heavy rod does not flex properly to cast a light lure. 


Finally, to confuse the issue just a bit more, monofilament line can be made to have differing characteristics by changing the recipe in how it is made. For example, they can be made to be extra sensitive, extra limp, extra strong, easier to cast, and impact resistance. Choosing the right one again depends on what conditions you will primarily be fishing. For example, if you are fishing in and around a lot of cover, sticks, and/or rocks, then you might consider buying a line that is extra strong and/or impact resistant. Of course, like most everything else, the more specialized the line, the greater the price.
