Purchase Power Fact Sheet 

FLASHBUTTONOne-Time-Use Cameras
Price 
The price of a one-time-use camera usually does not include the price of developing the pictures that you take. You will have to take or send the whole camera in to a photo finisher that will develop the pictures for you. You will not get the camera back. 

It is important to determine the number of exposures or pictures that you will be able to take with a camera and divide the total price by the number of exposures to determine the cost for each picture in order to compare the cost of one camera with another. 

Intended Use 
The situation in which you will be taking pictures is very important. If you plan on only using the one-time-use camera for pictures outdoors in bright sunlight, you will not need to buy a camera with a flash. If you are unsure of the light condition for all of the pictures you will be taking, it may be helpful to have a camera with a flash just in case. 

Film Speed 
It doesn't matter where you go, whether the sun shines a lot, very little, or somewhere in between, the photos you take have one thing in common. Roughly 50% of them are taken in low light, but that does not mean they are just taken indoors. Many are taken outdoors in shade, with the sun behind the subject, on cloudy days, or at dawn or dusk. Which means, to get photos you will be happy with in these situations, there is definitely a need for speed, film speed that is. Films that are typically available are 100, 200, 400, and 800 speed films. 

Faster film speed helps in the following ways: 

! allows shorter shutter times to stop action and reduce or eliminate camera motion, 

! provides increased depth of field to keep more of the photo clear and sharp, 

! doubles the flash range compared with 100-speed film, and 

! helps prevent over exposure with less expensive cameras that do not have light meters. 
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The benefits of moving to higher speed films are obvious. You will take better exposed, more in-focus photos, more often. Thus, it is generally believed that 800-speed film gives you great pictures anywhere, anytime of day. It delivers sharp, colorful images in a wide variety of conditions - fast action or no action; outdoors or indoors. It self adjusts to almost any picture taking situation. The lower the speed of the film in a one-time-use camera, the less likely that all your pictures will be as good as those taken with 800 speed film. 

Environmental Issues
Even though one-time-use cameras are only used by the purchaser once, they do not automatically end up in the landfill after that one use. Most producers of one-use cameras have a recycling program that gives photo finishers incentives to return the used cameras for recycling parts. 

The general manager of Kodak one-time-use cameras has said that single-use cameras are "the best example of closed-loop recycling. The cameras are manufactured and marketed so that environmentally conscious consumers can feel comfortable buying these products. After removing the film for processing, retailers and photo finishers have done an outstanding job returning the cameras..." for recycling. 

Most one-time-use cameras are designed to have minimum impact on the environment. Most of the cameras on the market contain recycled or reused plastic and metal parts. Kodak estimates that about 86% of their single-use camera is recycled or reused. Most of the remaining weight of their flash model is the battery, which is donated to charity or reused by the photo finisher. Read the package for the environmental impacts of one-time-use cameras before making a decision. 

Tips For Using One-Time-Use Cameras
Upon removing your camera from the wrapping, you must advance the thumbwheel on the camera until it locks in place before taking your first picture. You will not be able to make the shutter button fire until the camera is advanced fully to each frame. On this type of camera, it is recommended that you advance the film just before taking the your next picture, since there is no way to lock the shutter button to prevent it from being depressed accidentally while it is being stored or carried. 

Most one-time-use cameras are designed for picture-taking outdoors only in bright sunlight to partly cloudy conditions. Pictures taken indoors, in heavy shade, or in other low light level situations may turn out too dark to give any printable results. Although 400-speed film is generally ideal for indoor pictures, the camera would need different settings or a flash to enable you to take pictures indoors. 

Source: http://www.kodak.com 
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