New President’s Volunteer Service Award

(incorporates former Presidential Student Service Awards)

We greatly appreciate the sponsorship for Presidential Student Service Awards by the Maryland 4-H All Stars for Maryland 4-Hers with a grant of $1000. Over the past three years, this financial support recognized many 4-H youth. The service awards program has changed as described below. The opportunity to recognize youth for a local 4-H program and military groups using the Boys and Girls Club citizenship program will be a local responsibility. Each county/city 4-H unit or military installation or base can register as a certifying organization.

The new program called the President’s Volunteer Service Award is open to individuals of all ages as well as families and groups. The Student Service Awards program is incorporated into this new award. The certifying organization will apply for, sponsor, receive and distribute the awards. Please share this information with other others in your office working with volunteers such as Master Gardeners, Fair Boards, Financial Counselors, etc. Military installations and bases can also register to recognize adult and youth volunteers associated with Boys and Girls Clubs, 4-H, Scouts and other volunteer programs. 

From: The President’s Volunteer Service Award Staff, President’s Volunteer Service Awards; c/o Points of Light Foundation, 1400 I Street, NW Suite 800;Washington, DC 20005.  Phone: 1-866-545-5307 - Fax: 1-202-729-8103

Email: Inquiries@presidentialserviceawards.gov 

We are pleased to announce that the former President’s Student Service Awards program has been incorporated into the new President’s Volunteer Service Award. The Award program is the first initiative of the President's Council on Service and Civic Participation.  Created by President George W. Bush, the Council is a bi-partisan group of nonprofit and volunteer service organization leaders, entertainers, athletes, retired elected officials and business and media leaders. Through this new national recognition program, individuals, families and groups of all ages and backgrounds will have the opportunity to receive recognition for strengthening American communities and sharing America’s compassion around the world. 

Over the past several years, we know that you have played a significant role in the recognition of our Nation’s youth volunteers. We hope that you will accept this special invitation to join the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation in honoring more young people for their volunteer commitment. Because of the expanded scope of this program, we also hope that you will consider honoring the other individuals, families and groups that volunteer with or for your organization. 

The President’s Volunteer Service Award, which has similar hour requirements for young people as that of the President's Student Service Award, is delivered through local, regional, state, and national organizations that register as "Certifying Organizations." Certifying Organizations verify volunteers' service hours as well as order and distribute the Award. Register to become a Certifying Organization today! To learn more about the differences in the two programs, visit http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/PSSA
Certifying Organizations

All awards must be ordered through Certifying Organizations. As a Certifying Organization, you can offer Presidential recognition to your volunteers and be prominently positioned at the forefront of a national volunteer recognition movement. Additionally, this Award program is a valuable tool to recruit new volunteers and sustain the commitment of your current volunteers. Motivated volunteers are role models and the best source for recruiting new volunteers.

 Certifying Organizations can be any of the following: 

Schools or institutions of higher education 

Non-profit or community-based organization, including their local affiliates,  chapters or offices 

Civic, fraternal, or service groups 

Faith-based institutions 

Businesses 

National service programs 

Membership organizations 

Federal, state, and local government agencies 

    What Each Certifying Organization Must Do

Verify that the volunteer(s) has completed the number of service hours required to earn a President’s Volunteer Service Award. 


Nominate verified volunteers by completing an order form. 


Pay the nominal cost for the award package and it’s shipping, either directly or through local sponsorship. The award package contains a handsome lapel pin, a personalized certificate, a note of congratulations from the President of the United States, and a congratulatory letter from the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation. The price of the award package is $2.00. Each order will also incur a shipping and handling charge. We are also offering a less expensive package which would include a personalized certificate, a note of congratulations from the President of the United States, and a congratulatory letter from the President’s Council on Service and Civic Participation. The price of this award package is $1.00. Each order will also incur a shipping and handling charge. Receive the award package and distribute the award to the recipient 

To learn about the required hours and record keeping go to the web at: http://www.presidentialserviceawards.gov/tg/PSSA
